
  

 In The Beginning 
The Covenant 

 

 

 

The Covenant and the name ...Gen.17:1-8 

 

When Abram was 99, the Lord appeared to him. Comment on the “I AM”. vs.1 

 God says his name is „I am God Almighty‟. Seems to mean „all powerful‟, unlimited.  

HE commands Abram to do what? vs.1  And then repeats what? vs.2 

 Walk before HIM and be blameless. Then repeats the covenant promises.     

What new element does the Lord add to His covenant with Abram? vs.5 

 HE changes his name from Abram (exalted father) to Abraham (father of a multitude?).  

What else does the Lord detail about His covenant? vs.7 

 HE is making an everlasting covenant with Abraham and his descendants. Everlasting...  

And what else is promised to Abraham and his descendants? vs.8 

 The whole land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession. “I will give...”, and be their God.  

What was to be Abraham’s part in the covenant? vs.9,10 

 He, and all males in the covenant, were to be circumcised. This was practiced elsewhere.  

And what is the very important reason for the circumcision?  vs.11, 13 

 It was to be an outward sign „in the flesh‟ of the (invisible) covenant of the Lord.    

And what was the penalty if any male refused circumcision? vs.14 

 He was cut off from his people (Jews) because he has broken MY covenant.    

Additionally, Abraham was to rename his wife. What’s the significance here? vs.15-16 

 Sarah means Princes. The name change emphasized that she would be a mother of nations  

And what does the Lord now reveal to Abraham? vs.16  Abraham’s reaction?? vs.17-18 

 You will have a son by Sarah! Abraham laughed! Maybe you should reconsider Ishmael...  

Comment on Abraham’s faith at this point?  What’s the application for us?? 

               

God’s answer? vs.19,21    

 No! Sarah will bear Isaac to you (next year) and my covenant will be (extended) to him.  

What does God also promise re Ishmael? vs.20 

 The Lord will bless Ishmael, father of 12 princes, and a great nation. Because of Abraham.  

What is Abraham’s response to all of this? vs.22-27  What does this show about Abraham. 

 He obeyed immediately. This speaks volumes about his real faith in the Lord.   

 

The extent of the covenant 

 

What does the NT teach about the significance of circumcision to believers today? ICor.7:17-20 

 In Christ it means nothing. It was (is) for Abraham‟s descendants only. Col.2:8-15   

What about those who teach believers they “move up” by adding circumcision? Gal.5:2-10 

 This is NOT from the Lord! Circumcision does not add anything. Cuts off from Christ!  

 


