
  

 In The Beginning 
Judah's sin and Joseph's integrity 

 

 

 

Judah wanders far from the Lord... Gen.38 

 

What do we know about Judah at this point? 37:26-28 

 It was his idea to sell Joseph into slavery in Egypt. Money was better than blood.   

Judah leaves his brothers and takes a Canaanite wife. What happens to his first (2) sons? vs.2-10 

 Both are slain by the Lord for their defiance and wickedness.      

What was the law of the land regarding a widow? vs.8 (see also Deut.25:5-10) 

 Her dead husband's brother was to be husband to her to raise up an offspring.   

Judah has a third (very young) son and implies what to Tamar? vs.11 

 When my remaining son is of age, he will perform the 'brothers' responsibility.   

Years later Tamar takes a drastic action, vs. 14-15. Why? vs.12, 14  Comment? 

 Judah had 'forgotten' about Tamar. Perhaps he blamed her for his son's deaths...   

Tamar, disguised as a temple harlot, requires what of Judah? vs.15-18  Comment/Judah? 

 She gets his seal, staff, and cord and gets pregnant by Judah. But she has his 'ID'.   

What happens next? vs.24  And Judah's self-righteous reaction?  

 She's found to be a harlot and Judah wants her 'burned', either branding or death.   

And how does Tamar respond? vs.25  Compare this with 37:32 

 Examine this Judah and tell me who's it is! The words must have echoed in his ears.   

Tamar has twin boys and like the others before, what happens? vs.27-30 

 There is a struggle at birth, and the elder Zerah, is 'breached' by the younger, Perez.  

What is significant about this whole event? Mt.1:2-6  

 Here is the passing of the 'blood line' to Christ. Note Tamar is specifically mentioned.  

 

 

 

Meanwhile, the narrative returns to Joseph...Gen. 39 

 

How does Joseph fare in the household of Potiphar? 39:1-6  Comment? 

 He is blessed by the Lord in all that he does. Potiphar takes note and puts him in charge!  

After repeated advances by Potiphar's wife, what finally happens? vs.7-18 

 Joseph, with great integrity, flees from her. Rejected, she now charges him!    

As a result of these false charges, what does Joseph now suffer? vs.19-20 

 He's thrown into the special 'king's prisoners' jail. No trial. No truth. Just jail...   

How is this episode a type of Christ? Heb. 4:15; Mt.26:57-61 

 Joseph triumphed over one temptation, Jesus over ALL, and then falsely accused.   

But how does Joseph fare in the prison? vs.21-23  Comment? 

 The Lord continues to bless him, and others take note. The Lord is working, indeed.  

 


