
  

 In The Beginning 
Joseph is restored to his brothers 

 

 

 

The famine brings Israel to Joseph... Gen.42-43 

 

How does God bring Joseph's brothers to him? 42:1-5  What is Joseph's reaction? 42:6-17 

 Jacob sends them to buy food. Severe famine. Joseph treats them roughly, disguised.  

Describe the scene in 42:18-24. What powerful forces are working here? 

 The brother's guilty conscience is convicting. Joseph's love is growing, like Israel w/Christ  

Comment on Jacob's response when the brothers return with Joseph's demand. 42:29-38 

 He's still grieving for Joseph. Perhaps he's angry with God, too. Won't risk further loss...  

Why do you think Joseph hides himself from his brothers?  Is there a type of Christ? Micah 3:1-4 

                         

Describe the scene in 43:1-15. How does Jacob later describe all this? 47:9 

 Jacob is forced by the famine to give up Benjamin. Great sorrow, and guilt. His faith...?  

At their second meeting with Joseph, what do they fear? vs.18  Comment on 37:28 

 They fear Joseph will sell them into slavery! Now they feel what Joseph felt. Interesting!  

Comment on 43:26. Despite their sinful efforts, what was happening? 37:7-8 

 Just as prophesied in Joseph's dream, the 11 brothers were bowing to Joseph.   

Comment on Joseph's response when meeting Benjamin. 43:29-31 

 Deeply moved but still hides himself. His 13 years of captivity run deep...    

 

 

Joseph sets the final trial... Gen.44-45 

 

What is Joseph's plan to bring his brothers to full humility? 44:1-5 

 To make them appear to be thieves and then put them in great fear.     

How does the situation play out? vs.6-13  What are they thinking on the way to Joseph? 

 They agree to put to death (or enslave) the guilty. Benjamin! How can they tell Jacob?  

Contrast 37:26-27 with 44:18-34. What do we genuinely see in Judah? 

 Judah's original heartlessness is gone. Now he would substitute for Benjamin. This is real.  

Contrast 45:1-2 with Zech.12:10-14. What will the world see when Israel finally repents? 

 The nation of Israel bows to the rejected Redeemer. Great mourning. Blind no more.  

As Joseph reveals himself to them what is he careful to do? vs.5, 8  Why?? 

 He proclaims clearly that God sent him first to Egypt, through trial, to save them.  Type...  

What role does Joseph now take on for Israel? 45:9-11; 16-20; 21-24 

 He, the rejected brother, becomes their savior. He provides everything.    

How must the brothers and Jacob felt as they told of Joseph? vs.25-28 

 They had to finally tell the truth. Jacob could scarcely believe, but he goes to see Joseph.  

 


