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The all important scroll ... Rev. 5  

 

Immediately after the worship of chapter 4, John's attention is drawn to what? 5:1  Comment? 

 The One on the throne held in His right hand a scroll, written both sides, w/7 seals.   

What is the scroll representing and what is the significance of the 7 seals? 5:1-2 (see note); Jer.32 

 It's a legal contract or deed. Details inside, summary outside. 7 seals = VERY important.   

What is true of the whole creation? Gen.3:14-19; Rom.8:19-22 

 All cursed thru Adam's sin, groans, waiting for redemption. Father will give it to the Son.  

According to Psalm 2 (8), what is part of the inheritance of the Son from the Father? Jn.10:22-30 

 All the nations and all the earth. God the Father gives it all to God the Son.    

And what is an integral part of being given the earth? Ps.2:6, 9-12; Rev.5:9-12 

 He will rule / reign with a rod of iron. Rev. 5 records Christ beginning to take His throne.  

What then is the scroll in Rev. 5? see Rev. 6... 

 It appears to be the title deed to the earth. Each seal releases God's judgment on the earth.  

 

 

The search for the Worthy One to open the scroll ...Rev.5 

 

What is the first result of the search for one to open the book? 5:2-3  How wide was the search? 

 None worthy even to look on the book. Heaven (saints/angels), earth(humans), hell(lost).  

What is John's premature reaction? vs.4  (see notes)  But the immediate promise is...? vs.5 

 John is grieving. But, the Lion from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome.   

Comment on Lion and Root. Gen.49:8-10; Heb.7:14; Jer.23:5-6, 33:15-17; Is.11:1-10; Mt.21:9; Rev.22:16 

 Both are Messianic titles for Christ. He's the Lion of tribe of Judah, Root of David (Jesse)   

But when John looks, instead of a mighty, powerful Lion, what does he see? vs.6  Comment? 

 He sees a Lamb, slain (sacrificed), yet standing alive. A full picture of Christ, our sacrifice.  

Why the Lamb (Gr.=arnion, little lamb, Ex.12:3-6) and not the Lion?  

 It is His first coming as God's sacrificial Lamb that makes Him the Worthy Redeemer.  

What is signified by the 7 horns and 7 eyes? IKings22:11; Rev.13:1; Zech.3:9; 4:10 

 Horn=power, kingdom, authority. 7 is complete power. 7 eyes=eyes of the Lord, watching.  

What happens when the Lamb takes the book? vs.7-10  followed by what? vs.11-12 

 The 4 living creatures + 24 elders acknowledge Him as worthy. Then Holy Angels join!  

What is now seen in the hands of each of the elders? vs.8 

 A harp (for worship) and golden bowls filled with incense, the prayers of the saints!   

And finally what does John see? vs.13-14 

 The worship and praise reaches a crescendo with every creature! Amen and Amen!   
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Historic notes on the use of a scroll as a deed or contract, Rev.5:1 

 

This kind of contract was known all over the Middle East in ancient times and was used by the 

Romans from the time of Nero on. The full contract would be written on the inner pages and 

sealed with seven seals. Then the content of the contract would be described briefly on the 

outside. All kinds of transactions were consummated this way, including marriage-contracts, 

rental and lease agreements, release of slaves, contract-bills, and bonds. Support also comes from 

Hebrew practices. The Hebrew document most closely resembling this scroll was a title-deed 

that was folded and signed, requiring at least three witnesses. A portion of text would be written, 

folded over and sealed, with a different witness signing at each fold. A larger number of 

witnesses meant that more importance was assigned to the document. (Revelation 1-7: An 

Exegetical Commentary [Chicago: Moody, 1992], 378) 

 

(from The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, (c) Moody Press and John MacArthur, Jr., 

1983-2002) 

 

 

 

Comments on why John wept, Rev.5:4 

 

W. A. Criswell explains why John wept: 

 

[John's tears] represent the tears of all God's people through all the centuries. Those tears of the 

Apostle John are the tears of Adam and Eve, driven out of the Garden of Eden, as they bowed 

over the first grave, as they watered the dust of the ground with their tears over the silent, still 

form of their son, Abel. Those are the tears of the children of Israel in bondage as they cried unto 

God in their affliction and slavery. They are the tears of God's elect through the centuries as they 

cried unto heaven. They are the sobs and tears that have been wrung from the heart and soul of 

God's people as they looked on their silent dead, as they stand beside their open graves, as they 

experience in the trials and sufferings of life, heartaches and disappointments indescribable. Such 

is the curse that sin has laid upon God's beautiful creation; and this is the damnation of the hand 

of him who holds it, that usurper, that interloper, that intruder, that alien, that stranger, that 

dragon, that serpent, that Satan-devil. "And I wept audibly," for the failure to find a Redeemer 

meant that this earth in its curse is consigned forever to death. It meant that death, sin, damnation 

and hell should reign forever and ever and the sovereignty of God's earth should remain forever 

in the hands of Satan. (Expository Sermons on Revelation [Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1969], 

3:69-70) 

 

 


