
At the conclusion of his commentary on Revelation, J. A. Seiss expressed the humble 

reverence for Scripture that marks true believers: 

O, my friends, it is a fearful thing to suppress or stultify the word of God, and above all 

"the words of the prophecy of this Book." To put forth for truth what is not the truth,--

denounce as error, condemn, repudiate, or emasculate what God himself hath set his seal 

to as his mind and purpose, is one of those high crimes, not only against God, but against 

the souls of men, which cannot go unpunished. With an honest and ever-prayerful heart, 

and with these solemn and awful warnings ever before my eyes, I have endeavoured to 

ascertain and indicate in these Lectures what our gracious Lord and Master has been so 

particular to make known and defend. If I have read into this Book anything which he has 

not put there, or read out of it anything which he has put there, with the profoundest 

sorrow would I recant, and willingly burn up the books in which such mischievous 

wickedness is contained. If I have in anything gone beyond the limits of due subjection to 

what is written, or curtailed in any way the depth and measure of what Jesus by his angel 

has signified for the learning of the Churches, I need not the condemnation of men to 

heap upon me the burden of censure which I deserve. If feebleness, or rashness, or 

overweening confidence in my own understanding has distorted anything, I can only 

deplore the fault, and pray God to send a man more competent to unfold to us the mighty 

truths which here stand written. According to the grace and light given me, have I 

spoken. . . . If I err, God forgive me! If I am right, God bless my feeble testimony! In 

either case, God speed his everlasting truth! (The Apocalypse [reprint, Grand Rapids: 

Kregel, 1987], 527) 

 


