
  

 The Revelation 
(7) The Message to the Universal Church 

 

 

The timeless messages to the whole Church... Rev.2-3 

 

Christ is presented to each of the (7) churches differently. What is the lesson here? 

 He is seen in the specific attributes appropriate for them. And so with us. Not the same...  

To each church, Christ reminds them "I know your deeds...". What is the lesson here? 

 He is 100% involved. He knows about us, background, circumstances, and our deeds.  

Two churches (Sardis, Laodicea) receive no commendation. What's the common issue? 3:1, 17 

 Both are very successful in the world's eyes, but no spiritual fervor. Too comfortable??  

Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Philadelphia are all commended for what common issue? 

 They all persevered under persecution. Did not deny Him. Persecution seems effective...  

Ephesus, Pergamum, and Thyatira all were battling false doctrine. What's the cure? ITim.3:16-17 

 A thorough and growing knowledge of the Word of God. All Scripture is profitable.   

Lack of doctrine produces what? 2:14-16  Unbalanced doctrine produces what? 2:2-4 

 Rebuke for allowing false teachers in the church. Unbalance killed off 'their first love'.  

Only two churches (Smyrna, Philadelphia) receive no rebuke. Comment?? Rom.5:1-5 

 These two churches were enduring severe persecution, even death. Tribulation -> maturity  

 

 

The confirming promises to the Church(s) ... Rev.2-3 

 

Each church receives a promise. To whom is it always addressed? 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21 

 Always to "he who overcomes". Each promise focuses on the context of that church.  

Who is it that Scripture declares is "he who overcomes"? IJn.5:1-5; 4:1-6 

 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ, is born of God... and overcomes the world.  

What is the reminder to the church thru Ephesus? 2:7   Rev.22:1-3 

 There is a rest coming. Don't give up! The promised tree of life will be yours!   

What is the 2nd death? 2:11; 20:11-15; 21:8  (Born once, die twice; born twice, die once) 

 This is eternal separation from God in the Lake of Fire. No believers there.    

What is the hidden manna (2:17) and the new name (2:17)? Jn.6:48-51 

 Likely, Christ is the hidden manna. The white stone/acquittal, name of adoption..?    

How/when will believers rule the nations (2:26) with Christ? ICor.6:2-3; IITim.2:12 

 This will likely happen during the Millennial reign of Christ. Note impact of denial.   

What is signified by the white garments (3:5)?  19:7-8 

 This signifies the righteous acts of the believer(s). Perhaps related to rewards.   

Can a true believer's name be erased from the book of life (3:5)? 17:8; 20:12-15 

 No! That seems to be the point of this verse, to emphasize our eternal security.   

How does Christ confirm our union with Him? 3:12, 21  Comment? 

 The Church reigns with Him, has His new Name, and is a pillar in the temple of God.  

 


